Ehud Barak
Minister of Defence, Ministry of Defence
37 Kaplan Street, Hakirya
Tel Aviv 61909, ISRAEL
Fax: (00 972) 3 691 6940; (00 972) 3 696 2757
E-Mail: minister@mod.gov.il
Family Homes destroyed 

Dear Minister,

according to reports from Amnesty International, three families in the Palestinian community of Hmayyir, in the al-Farisiya area of the West Bank, are at imminent risk of forced eviction from their homes and the destruction of their property. The authorities have not consulted with the 19 people affected, and have not compensated them for damage to their property during previous evictions.   

t has come to my attention too that under Israeli military law, evicted families are not entitled to alternative housing or compensation, meaning many would face homelessness and destitution were it not for relatives, friends and charities. While homes are often targeted, Israeli authorities have also issued demolition orders against Palestinian schools, clinics, roads, water cisterns, electricity pylons, sheds and animal shelters.

I am concerned very much about this fact, and I therefore call on you 

· to immediately cancel the eviction and demolition orders;  

· to place a moratorium on house demolitions and evictions in the West Bank until the law is amended to bring it into line with international standards; 

· that the responsibility for planning and building regulations in the Jordan Valley will be placed solely with the local Palestinian communities. 

I would like to remind you of the 2010 UN Human Rights Committee’s recommendations to the Israel government that it should “review its housing policy and issuance of construction permits”; 

Yours sincerely,
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S.E.Herrn Yoram Ben Zeev
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